
June 4, 2021

Governor Phil Murphy
225 West State Street
P.O. Box 001
Trenton, NJ  08625

Dear Governor Murphy:

We write to you on behalf of the Lenape Region which consists of the Lenape Regional
High School District and eight K-8 sending districts (Evesham, Medford, Medford Lakes,
Mount Laurel, Shamong, Southampton, Tabernacle, Woodland). As superintendents, it
is our responsibility to ensure that our school districts operate responsibly and safely,
while adhering to state mandates and Department of Health guidelines. Our
outstanding faculty, staff, community, and local health officials have ensured that we
have met and exceeded all requirements set forth by the guidance in the New Jersey
Department of Education’s blueprint for reopening schools. All districts of the Lenape
Region opened in September on time as scheduled for in-person instruction.

We ask for:
● improved communication, so districts receive guidance that is

○ timely, before our planning has occurred, and before that guidance is
released to the general public via a press conference.

○ clear and consistent with any other guidance already in place.
● an immediate re-evaluation of the mandates regarding students and staff wearing

masks at school. We believe masks should be optional in schools, given our
state’s increasing vaccination levels and decreasing Covid activity, and the
negative impacts associated with masks that have accrued through the
pandemic, including to social-emotional wellness.

In carrying out mandates set before us, we have struggled as leaders with confusing,
contradictory guidance regarding masking, quarantining, isolation, social distancing, and
other intricacies during the pandemic. Inconsistent information has sometimes placed
us at odds with our communities and with our neighboring districts. Inconsistencies
between varying Executive Orders continue to be a roadblock in our planning for a
normal return to school in September. The differing expectations for schools and their



exclusion from the relaxed mandates causes greater confusion. For example, schools
remain the only place left where children are still required to be masked at all times.
Social distancing in schools also presents challenges in scheduling of students in
classes. As always the districts of the Lenape Region will continue to provide safe
environments for our students while operating in compliance with mandates. We
understand and support the desire to keep our students, staff, and communities safe,
and we also support fair and consistent practices. We implore you to treat our students
with the same considerations you have given your other constituents.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our requests,

Dr. Justin Smith
Evesham School District

Dr. Carol Birnbohm
Lenape Regional High School District

Dr. Joseph Del Rossi
Medford School District

Dr. Anthony Dent
Medford Lakes School District

Dr. George J. Rafferty
Mt. Laurel School District

Dr. Christine Vespe
Shamong Township School District

Mr. Christopher Kobik
Southampton School District

Mr. Shaun Banin
Tabernacle School District

Mrs. Misty Weiss
Woodland School District


